the ultimate institution of a Social and benevolent
Monarchy, based on that of England, He felt that the
monarchical idea would be a guarantee of English support
and that the reconciliation with the Left would appeal to
France.
Knowing all this, Schuschnigg pressed for a whipping
up of enthusiasm at home and he turned to Guido Schmidt
for help. Schmidt's suggestions proved him to be a brilliant
disciple of Dr. Joseph Goebbels. The Press could be left
to him and the Chancellor approved every step of the way,
which points beyond all doubt to a betrayal, but the betrayal
came from within. The Austrian heads of mission were
kept in semi-ignorance of what was afoot, or, to be more
correct, of the details of what was intended, right down
to within a few days before the pact was signed. Their
information came more from their colleagues in other
Embassies than from the Ballhausplatz> yet still they did
their duty by strongly advising against precipitate action.
Schmidt's plan for weaning the Austrian people away
from opposition to friendship with Germany was as crafty
as it was brilliant, and it is hard to believe that a Minister
could resort to such tactics in order to assist another
country* The Press was to be given an apparent free hand,
which would result in each section saying something
slightly different, for it would be a disaster if the public
came to think that it was being influenced.
So it was arranged that the official information bureau,
the Heimatdienst) the Wiener Zeitun^ the Reichspost and
the political correspondents of the Foreign Office, should
represent in fairly united fashion the Government's official
view, as it had been given out, while it was arranged that
the Liberal-Radical Press should be given a temporary
renewed lease of freedom and encouraged to discourse
with scepticism, stressing that actions spoke louder than
words, The one or two royalist newspapers were left to
suggest that the Treaty would leave Austria free to adopt
any other form of Government, since this was a purely
internal question and under the terms of the draft Treaty
it was to be seen that Austria was recognized as a Sovereign
State.
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